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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A backseamed casing comprising a heat-shrinkable casing film comprising: 

(A) a first outer layer serving as an inside casing layer, the first outer layer 
comprising a first polyolefin comprising at least one member selected from the 
group consisting of: 

(i) ethylene /unsaturated acid copolymer, propylene /unsaturated acid 
copolymer)\and butene /unsaturated acid copolymer, wherein the 
unsaturated acid is present in an amount of at least 4 weight percent, based 
on the weight of the copolymer; and 
(ii) anhydride-containing polyolefin comprising an anhydride-functionality, 
wherein the anhydride functionality is present in an amount of at least 1 
weight percent, basedWi the weight of the anhydride-containing polyolefin; 

(B) a second layer comprising afdeast one member selected from the group 
consisting of polyester, and fi^polyah^e; and 



casi 



(C) a third layer serving as an o 

least one member selected 

polystyrene, and second pcflyamide, 
wherein the second layer is be ween the 

second layer has a thicknesi 

shrinkable casing film. 



CO] 



;er, the third layer comprising at 
isting of second polyolefin, 



ayer and the third layer, and the 
s of at lea^t about 5% of a total thickness of the heat- 



a^x 



2. The backseamed casing accordi 
comprises the second polyolefin. 



ag to claim 1 Wherein the third layer 



3. The backseamed casing according to claim 2, wherein the second layer 
comprises the first polyamide. 



4. The backseamed casing according to claim 2, wherein\fche first layer further 
30 comprises a third polyolefin comprising at least one member selected from the group 
consisting of polyethylene homopolymer, polyethylene copolymeA polypropylene 
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homopolvmer, polypropylene copolymer, polybutene homopolymer, and polybutene 
copolymers 

5. Theu>ackseamed casing according to claim 4, wherein the second polyolefin 
has a vicat softening point of at least 90°C / and the third polyolefin has a vicat softening 
point of at least 90°C 

6. The backsfeamed casing according to claim 5, wherein the first polyolefin 
comprises an ethylerue/unsaturated acid copolymer having an unsaturated acid mer 
present in an amount of at least 9 percent, based on the weight of the 
ethylene/unsaturated acid copolymer. 

7. The backseamed casing according to claim 5, wherein the third layer 
comprises the second polyamiae. 



8. The backseamed casine^ccording tbsdaim 2, wherein the first polyolefin 
comprises an ethylene /unsaturate A acid co oolynW, the unsaturated acid is present in 



an amount of at least 6 weight percent bas< 
acid copolymer. 

9. The backseamed casing accordin; 



comprises a fourth layer, th< 



16 cl 



on the' weight of the ethylene /unsaturated 



claim 8, wherein the casing film further 




fourth layer bfeiiag^x inner layer spmng as an C>2-barrier 



layer, the fourth layer comprising at leasyone member selected from the group 
consisting of ethylene/vinyl alcohol copolymer, Voly^onylidene chloride copolymer, 
polyethylene carbonate copolymes-aiKi polyamide 



10. The backseamed casing according to clainrc), wherein the second layer and 
the fourth layer are directly adhered. 



11. The backseamed casing according to claim 9, wherein the casing film further 
comprises a fifth layer and a sixth layer, wherein: 
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the fifth layer is between the first layer and the second layer, and the sixth layer 
is between me second layer and the third layer; 

the fifth layer comprises at least one member selected from the group consisting 
of fourth poljtalefin, polystyrene and polyurethane; and 

the sixtk layer comprises at least one member selected from the group consisting 
of fifth polyolefin, polystyrene and polyurethane 



10 



12. The bacKseamed casing according to claim 11, wherein a ratio of: 

(a) a smm of the thickness of the first layer and the fifth layer; to 

(b) a sum of the thickness of the third layer and the sixth layer 
is from about 0.7:1 to 1.3*1. 



13. The backseameckcasing according to claim 11, wherein: 

the fifth layer is a tie layer and comprises at least one member selected from the 
1 5 group consisting of modified Ethylene / alpha-olefin copolymer, modified 

ethylene /unsaturated ester copolymer, and modified ethylene /unsaturated acid 
copolymer; and 

the sixth layer is a tieiayer Wid complies at least one member selected from the 
group consisting of modified ethylene /ffl^ha-olefin copolymer, modified 
20 ethylene /unsaturated ester copolymer anjl modified ethylene /unsaturated acid 
copolymer. 

14. The backseanr ed casing accorflmg to claim 13, wherein: 
the second layer Has a thickness Jof fram about 5 to 20 percent, based on a total 

25 thickness of the multilayer film; and 

the fourth layer has\a thicknes£ of less tkan about 15%, based on a total thickness 
of the multilayer film. 



15. The backseamed casing according to claiAi 13, wherein the first polyamide 
30 comprises at least one member selected from the grouj? consisting of polyamide 6, 

polyamide 66, polyamide 9, polyamide 10, polyamide IV polyamide 12, polyamide 69, 
polyamide 610, polyamide 612, polyamide 61, polyamide 6lT, and copolymers thereof. 
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16. Tne backseamed casing according to claim 15, wherein the first polyamide 
comprises at least one member selected from the group consisting of polyamide 6, 
polyamide 66 and polyamide 6/66. 
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17. The backseamed casing according to claim 16, wherein the casing film further 
comprises: 

a seventh laVer, the seventh layer being between the first layer and the second 
layer, the seventh lawr comprising a sixth polyolefin; and 

an eighth layer,\the eighth layer being between the second layer and the third 
layer, the eighth layer comprising a seventh polyolefin. 



18. The backseamed casing according to claim 17, wherein the heat-shrinkable 
casing film has biaxial orientation^ 



15 



19. The backseamed casinaaccor< 
free shrink, at 185°F, of at feast 10°Ain 



20. The backseame 
20 the casing film comprises ; 



ig to claim 17, wherein the casing film has a 
least one direction. 



casing according to claim 19, wherein at least a portion of 
crosslinkea piolym^r network. 



21. The backseamed\casing aacordingvto claim 1, wherein the backseam casing is 
a lap-seal backseam casing. 

25 22. The backseamed casing according to cl^m 1, wherein the backseam casing is 

a butt-seal backseam casing comprising both the casmg film and a butt-seal tape film. 

23. The backseamed casing according to claim 22\wherein the butt-seal tape film 
is heat-shrinkable. 
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24. A package comprising a cooked meat product within a backseamed casing 
comprising A casing film, the cooked meat product being adhered to a meat-contact 
surface of the casing film, wherein the casing film comprises: 

(A) a first outer layer serving as an inside casing layer and meat-contact layer, the 
5 first outer layer comprising a first polyolefin comprising at least one member 

selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) ethyleneVunsaturated acid copolymer, propylene /unsaturated acid 
copolymer, and butene/unsaturated acid copolymer, wherein the 
unsaturated acid is present in an amount of at least 4 weight percent, based 
10 on the weight of the copolymer; and 

(ii) anhydride-c<Waining polyolefin comprising an anhydride-functionality, 
wherein the anhydride functionality is present in an amount of at least 1 
weight percent, based on the weight of the anhydride-containing polyolefin; 

(B) a second layer comprising at least one member selected from the group 
1 5 consisting of polyester and first polyamide; and 

(C) a third outer layer servinaas^ri outside casing layer, the third layer comprising 
at least one member selected froimhe group consisting of a second polyolefin, 
polystyrene and second poiy&mfdA; and 

wherein the second layer i^>etween me fLnst layer and the third layer, and the second 
20 layer has a thickness of at least about ffy ovp total thickness of the heat-shrinkable 
casing film. 

25. The package according to clain\24,\^12£?HI>^^ meat P r °duct comprises at 
least one member selected from tne group consisting of poultry, ham, beef, lamb, fish, 

25 liver sausage, bologna and mOTta^ella. 



30 



26. The package according to claim 25, whetein the meat-contact surface of the first 
layer is corona treated, and the meat product comprises at least one member selected from 
the group consisting of liver sausage, bologna and moitadella. 

27. The package according to claim 24, wherein outside surface of the second 
layer is corona treated. 
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28. A backseamed basing comprising a heat-shrinkable casing film comprising: 

(A) a first outer layer serving as an inside casing layer, the first outer layer 
comprising a Wfct polyolefin, the first outer layer having a surface energy level of 
less than about ; 

(B) a second layer comprisingKa first polyamide having a melting point of at least 
300°F; 

(C) a third layer servir g as 
at least one memb< ;r selec 
polystyrene and second ribl; 



wherein the second layer l^bet^/een the first layeF and the third layer, and the second 
layer has a thickness of at least about 5% of a total thickness of the heat-shrinkable 
casing film. 



)utside casing layer, the third outer layer comprising 
from the group consisting of a second polyolefin, 
and 



Wat 
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